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PASS AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE 

REE: VIENNA 1001 

SUMMARY: EMBOFE AND AG ATTACHE HAVE HAD DISCUSSION WITH 
TRADE MINISTRY EXPERT CONCERNING AUSTRIAN FOOD LABELING 
ORDINANCE. HE WAS NOT ENCOURAGING THAT ANYTHING COULD BE 
DONE TO MODIEY PROVISIONS OF ORDINANCE WHICH HE INDICATED 
HAD ALSO BEEN OPPOSED BY DOMESTIC CANNING INDUSTRY. EMBASSY 
CONTINUING ITS DISCUSSIONS WITH GOA AND CHAMBER OE COMMERCE 
OFEICIALS. END SUMMARY. 

1. EMBOEF AND AG ATTACHE CALLED ON DR. KLEMENS BACHMAYER 
IN TRADE MINISTRY FEB. 24 TO DISCUSS U.S. CONCERNS RE 
AUSTRIAN FOOD LABELING ORDINANCE. BACHMAYER IS IN THE 
LEGAL SECTION OE MINISTRY CHARGED WITH PREPARATION AND 
ISSUANCE OF ORDINANCES OF THIS KIND. 

2. BACHMAYER REVIEWED BACKGROUND WHICH LED TO ORDINANCE. 
OVER EXTENSIVE PERIOD THERE HAD BEEN INTENSE DISCUSSION 
WITHIN GOA AND AMONG INTERESTED GROUPS CONCERNING NEED 
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THOSE GROUPS WHICH HAD OPPOSED PROVISIONS OF ORDINANCE 
EOR SAME REASONS USG HAD CITED IN ITS NOTE. HOWEVER, 

PRESSURE OE CONSUMER GROUPS, PARTICULARLY CHAMBER OE LABOR 
AND TRADE UNIONS PREVAILED. BACHMAYER STATED ORDINANCE 
CANNOT BE REGARDED AS DISCRIMINATORY VIS-A-VIS THE U.S. 

ALONE SINCE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE PRODUCERS GENERALLY 
INCLUDING AUSTRIAN PRODUCERS, WILL ALSO BE PLACED AT 
SAME DISADVANTAGE BY DATING REQUIREMENTS. BACHMAYER 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT IN EFEECT ORDINANCE FAVORS 
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE PRODUCERS SUCH AS AUSTRALIA AND 
SOUTH AFRICA. 

3. RE CODEX ALIMENTARIOUS, BACHMAYER AWARE OF PROVISIONS 
CITED IN EMBASSY NOTE, BUT CLAIMED THAT REQUIREMENTS OF 
ORDINANCE DO NOT BY THEMSELVES CONTRADICT CODEX CON- 
CLUSIONS. 

4. BACHMAYER INDICATED THAT AS OF JULY I, 1975 COMPETENCE 
FOR FOOD LABELING ORDINANCE WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. IN 
CONNECTION WITH THAT TRANSFER, ORDINANCE IN QUESTION 
WILL HAVE TO BE REISSUED AS ORDINANCE OF HEALTH MINISTRY. 
WHILE BACHMAYER STATED ORDINANCE COULD BE REVISED 
PRIOR TO REISSUANCE, HE THOUGHT IT MORE LIKELY THAT THE 
EXISTING ORDINANCE WOULD BE REISSUED WITHOUT REVISIONS. 

HE WAS NOT REPEAT NOT HOPEFUL THAT PROVISIONS OF OR- 
DINANCE WILL BE CHANGED TO MEET U.S. OBJECTIONS. 

BACHMAYER IS NOW PREPARING DRAFT NOTE IN RESPONSE TO 
EMBASSY'S NOTE WHICH WILL REFLECT ABOVE COMMENTS. 

5. ECONCOUNS ALSO RAISED MATTER WITH DR. GEEISSNER, 

CHIEF OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE POLICY SECTION OF CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE, THIS WEEK. GLEISSNER SAID HE HAD HEARD 

OF SOME COMPLAINTS FROM BRITISH AND THAT HE WOULD 
EXAMINE PROBLEM AND GET BACK IN TOUCH WITH EMBASSY. 

HE CONFIRMED THAT AUSTRIAN CANNING INDUSTRY ALSO UNHAPPY 
WITH ORDINANCE. 

6. EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE TO PRESS GOA OFFICIALS ON 
ORDINANCE. 
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7. COMMENT: CHAMBER OF LABOR AND TRADE UNIONS ARE 
POWERFUL GROUPS IN AUSTRIA, PARTICULARLY UNDER PRESENT 
SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT WHOSE MAIN SOURCE OF STRENGTH IS 
TRADE UNIONS. WITH PARLIAMENTARY ERECTIONS DUE IN 
AUSTRIA IN OCTOBER OF THIS YEAR, IT MAY BE DIFFICULT 
FOR GOVERNMENT TO CONSIDER MODIFYING SIGNIFICANTLY SUBJECT 
ORDINANCE BEFORE JULY 1. HUMES 
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